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SICIl Scotland Workshop 2026

Delegate Briefing and Agenda Overview

Standing International Conference of Inspectorates (SICI)
Theme: Embedding Learner Voice in Policy, Practice and Inspection
Venue: Scottish Gas Murrayfield Stadium, Edinburgh

Hosted by: His Majesty's Inspectorate of Education (HMIE)

Welcome to Edinburgh and to the SICI Scotland Workshop 2026. This workshop brings together
colleagues from inspectorates across Europe and beyond to explore how learner voice can be
meaningfully embedded within education systems, policy development, professional practice and
inspection. Through presentations, discussion and collaborative activities, delegates will have the
opportunity to share approaches, challenge assumptions and learn from one another's experience.

The event is designed not only to showcase international practice but also to create space for
reflection and professional dialogue around the opportunities and challenges of involving learners
in education improvement.
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Day 1: Thursday 1 October

Learning from International Practice

The first day will focus on hearing from a range of inspectorates and educational organisations
about how learner voice is incorporated into policy, practice and inspection.

Morning
09:30 — Registration and Coffee

An opportunity to meet fellow delegates, collect materials and network before the formal
programme begins.

10:00 - Welcome and Opening Remarks

Workshop introductions and housekeeping information.
10:05 - Welcome from SICI

Welcome from Janie McManus, President of SICI.
10:15 - Keynote Address

Ruth Binks, His Majesty's Chief Inspector of Education (Scotland), will open the workshop with
reflections on learner participation and educational improvement.

10:45 - Scotland Presentation and Q&A

Presentation by Louise Turnbull, Assistant Director, exploring the Scottish context and current
approaches to learner participation.

11:15 - Coffee and Networking

12:00 - Finland Presentation and Q&A

Insights from Finland presented by Niina Rumpu, Evaluation Adviser.
12:30 - England Presentation and Q&A

Presentation from England by Mark Peters, Deputy Director for Research and Evaluation.

Afternoon
13:00 - Lunch
14:00 - Ireland Presentation and Q&A

Presentation by Suzanne Conneely, Assistant Chief Inspector, sharing the Irish perspective on
learner participation.

Interactive Workshop Session

14:30 - Collaborative Discussion: Three Big Questions
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Facilitated by HMIE, this interactive session will give delegates the opportunity to reflect on the
presentations and compare international approaches.

15:15 — Coffee Break

Expert Panel Discussion
16:00 - International Panel Discussion

A moderated discussion featuring the day's presenters. This session will provide an opportunity to
explore key themes emerging from the workshop, ask questions and consider future directions for
learner participation in inspection. Ruth Binks will chair the discussion.

16:40 - Networking Break

Murrayfield Experience

17:00 - Scottish Gas Murrayfield Stadium Tour: A guided tour of Scotland's national rugby
stadium.

Evening
18:00 - Workshop Dinner

An opportunity for delegates to continue conversations informally, strengthen professional
connections and enjoy Scottish hospitality.

Day 2: Friday 2 October

Broadening Perspectives and Drawing Conclusions

The second day will focus on additional international perspectives before bringing together the key
lessons and conclusions from the workshop.

Morning

09:30 - Registration and Coffee

10:00 - Luxembourg Presentation and Q&A

Presentation by Somia Salah, Observatrice, highlighting approaches from Luxembourg.
10:40 - Sweden Presentation and Q&A

Presentation by Malin Karikoski, Statistician, sharing experience and evidence from Sweden.
11:15 — Coffee and Networking

12:00 - Closing Remarks: Closing reflections from Janie McManus, drawing together key
insights and messages from across the workshop.

12:15 - Lunch and close: A final opportunity to connect with colleagues before departing

Edinburgh.
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Delegate Information

SICI Workshop | Edinburgh | 1-2 October 2026

Javi Blazquez

Maider ltuarte

Erik De Bou

Althea Edwards-Boothe

Dana Prazakova

Mark Peters

Hille Voolaid

Kristina Hallikas

Liivi Laurent

Mairi Uusen

Niina Rumpu

Ketevan Kobakhidze

Brauckhoff-Zaum, Heike

Wilma Brings
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Education Inspector

Education Inspector

Development Officer

Director

National Coordinator

Deputy Director Research and Evaluation (Chief
Research Officer)

Adviser

Assessment Manager in General Education

Development Manager for General education

Head of External Evaluation Department

Evaluation Adviser

Deputy Director

National Coordinator

Senior Government Education Officer (retired)

Basque Country

Basque Country

Belgium - Flanders

Cayman Islands

Czech Republic

England

Estonia

Estonia

Estonia

Estonia

Finland

Georgia

Germany

Germany, North Rhine-
Westphalia
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Development.officer@sici.international

Althea.Edwards-Boothe@gov.ky

dana.prazakova@csicr.cz

mark.peters@ofsted.gov.uk

hille.voolaid@hm.ee

kristina.hallikas@harno.ee

liivi.laurent@harno.ee

mairi.uusen@hm.ee

niina.rumpu@karvi.fi

k.kobakhidze@eqe.ge

Heike.Brauckhoff-Zaum@brd.nrw.de

wilma.brings@sici.international
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Padraig Mac Fhlannchadha SICI Executive Committee Ireland padraig_macfhlanncha@education.gov.ie
Suzanne Conneely Assistant Chief Inspector Ireland suzanne_conneely@education.gov.ie
Inita Juhnevica Head Latvia inita.juhnevica@ikvd.gov.lv

Aidas Aldakauskas Director of Quality Assessment Department Lithuania aidas.aldakauskas@nsa.smsm.lt

dr. Simonas Sabanovas Director of National Agency for Education Lithuania simonas.sabanovas@nsa.smsm.lt

Joa BAUM Secretary General Luxembourg joa.baum@men.lu

Somia Salah Observatrice Luxembourg somia.salah@oejgs.lu

Carlos Eugene Grima Education Officer Malta carlos.grima@ilearn.edu.mt

Emanuel Fenech Education Officer Malta emanuel.fenech@ilearn.edu.mt

Leonie van Grootel Program manager Netherlands L.e.vangrootel@owinsp.nl

Nicola Byrne

Cecilie Rger

Ragnhild Kristensen

Assistant Chief Inspector

Senior adviser

Senior Advisor

Northern Ireland

Norway

Norway

nicola.byrne@education-ni.gov.uk

cecilie.roer@udir.no

Ragnhild.Kristensen@udir.no

Ana Muralha Inspector Portugal Mainland ana.muralha@igec.mec.pt

Ana Pires Inspector Portugal Mainland ana.pires@igec.mec.pt

Dhruv Sharma Head of Stakeholder Engagement Scotland Dhruv.Sharma@gov.scot

Gill Ritchie Strategic Director Scotland gillian.ritchie@hmie.ac.uk
Janie McManus SICI President Scotland president@sici.international
Joe Mulholland Assistant Director Scotland joe.mulholland@HMIE.gov.scot
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HMI

Louise Turnbull

Patricia Watson

Ruth Binks

Danijela Danka Djukic

Elizabeta Karali¢

Zuzana Borovska

Martin Casado

Yolanda Pascasio Gonzalo

Eleonor Duvander

Malin Karikoski

Merel Spanier

Owen Evans

Gwawr Meirion

Gareth Dacey

Margit Schmidbaue

Serge Mombach
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Assistant Director of Inspection

Strategic Director

HM Chief Inspector

Assistant Director for International, National and
Development Research

Assistant Director of Quality Assurance

Head of the School Inspection Centre KoSice, School

inspector

Central Inspector

Inspector of Education in Catalonia

Investigator

Statistician

Acting Coordinator International Affairs

HM Chief Inspector

HM Inspector

HM Inspector

Evaluation: Coordination and Support Department
Quality Agency

Deputy Director Primary Education

SICI

Scotland

Scotland

Scotland

Serbia

Serbia

Slovakia

Spain

Spain

Sweden

Sweden

The Netherlands

Wales

Wales

Wales

Germany

Luxembourg

C
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Country

pkzarev@gmail.com

Petar Zarev PhD External Inspector, Researcher Bulgaria

a.andreeva@mon.bg
Anelia Andreeva PhD Director Bulgaria
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